Fire and Emergency Services Company Officer

Lesson 21 — Postincident Activities

Lesson Test

Name 
 Date 


Note: The student is expected to achieve an acceptable score, as defined by the training organization, on this written test in order to complete this lesson.  Although training organizations may vary, an acceptable score is often defined as 70% or better.  For this lesson, 35 correct answers (out of a possible 50) equal 70%.
Objective 1:

Select facts about scene security. Write the correct letters on the blanks. 



1.
Which of the following statements about a secure perimeter is LEAST accurate?  (500)

A.
It may be established by rope.

B.
In nonfire emergencies, it may not be larger than for fire emergencies.


C.
In the case of fire, it can be the same one used to define the hot zone during suppression.


D.
It must be established within which only those responsible for determining the cause of the emergency are allowed.


2.
Fire and emergency services personnel should organize the evidence according to order of importance to reduce the workload of fire investigators. (500)

A.
True


B.
False



3.
When law enforcement officials or fire investigators are not immediately available, the property must remain under the control of the fire and emergency services organization until all evidence has been collected. (501)

A.
True


B.
False
Objective 2:

Define chain of custody. Write the correct letters on the blanks.


4.
Which of the following statements regarding chain of custody is LEAST accurate?  (501)

A.
It refers to the handling and integrity of real evidence.


B.
The location of evidence and who had access to it must be authenticated.


C.
It only includes documentation of analysis and final disposition of the evidence.


D.
It includes documentation of custody from acquisition to final disposition of the evidence.


5.
All evidence must be marked, tagged, and photographed before the scene is released by the organization. (501)

A.
True


B.
False



6.
A fire department has the authority to remain at a scene indefinitely to investigate a fire. (501)

A.
True


B.
False
Objective 3:

Distinguish between an interview and an interrogation. Write the correct letters on the blanks.


7.
What is the objective of an interview?  (502)

A.
To gather information related to the incident


B.
To promote a positive relationship with customers


C.
To question an individual who is suspected of committing a crime


D.
To question an individual who may be reluctant to answer an investigator’s questions


8.
An interview is accusatory in nature. (502)

A.
True

B.
False



9.
An interview may be the responsibility of the company officer. (502)

A.
True

B.
False



10.
An interrogation: (502)

A.
is unnecessary in fire investigations.


B.
should include all witnesses to an incident.


C.
should be performed by the company officer.


D.
is a formal line of questioning of an individual who is suspected of committing a crime.



11.
An interrogation is nonaccusatory in nature. (502)

A.
True

B.
False



12.
An interrogation is the responsibility of fire investigators and law enforcement personnel. (502)

A.
True

B.
False

Objective 4:

Place in order the steps of an interview. Write the correct number (1-9) next to the corresponding step.


13.
Set the tone of the interview. (502)



14.
Always be alert to nonverbal indicators. (503)



15.
Be positive, professional, and objective. (503)



16.
Introduce yourself to the witness and provide proper identification. (502)



17.
Inform the interviewee that information provided is considered confidential. (503)



18.
Actively listen while making eye contact. (503)



19.
Outline objectives of the interview. (503)



20.
Avoid talking too much during the interview. (503)



21.
Positively identify the person being interviewed. (502)
Objective 5:

Identify characteristics of an incident report. Write the correct letters on the blanks.


22.
Which of the following statements about incident reports is LEAST accurate?  (505)

A.
Report forms can be obtained from NFIRS.

B.
They can be used to help the organization determine where and how to focus future efforts. 


C.
Their purpose is to highlight errors made by the fire and emergency services organization.


D.
They will become a part of the statistical data reflecting the jurisdiction’s fire and emergency response history.



23.
Which of the following characteristics of an incident report includes describing details of the company’s involvement in an incident?  (505)

A.
Clarity

B.
Factuality


C.
Objectivity


D.
Completeness



24.
Which of the following characteristics of an incident report includes using words and phrases that are least likely to be misinterpreted?  (505)

A.
Clarity

B.
Factuality


C.
Objectivity


D.
Completeness



25.
Which of the following characteristics of an incident report includes recording the events as they were experienced or reported?  (505)

A.
Clarity

B.
Factuality


C.
Objectivity


D.
Completeness



26.
Which of the following characteristics of an incident report includes reporting only the facts without attempting to interpret them?  (505)

A.
Clarity

B.
Factuality


C.
Objectivity


D.
Completeness

Objective 6:

Identify the common causes of fires. Write the correct letters on the blanks.


27.
Fire cause is defined as the circumstances, conditions, or agencies that bring together a fuel, ignition source, and ___ resulting in a fire or combustion explosion. (506)

A.
flame


B.
oxidizer


C.
maximizer


D.
compression


28.
Which type of fire does not involve a deliberate human act to ignite or spread into an area where fire is not normally found?  (506)

A.
Natural


B.
Incendiary


C.
Accidental


D.
Undetermined



29.
Which type of fire is caused by lightning, storms, or floods where human intervention has not been involved in the ignition process?  (506)

A.
Natural


B.
Incendiary


C.
Accidental


D.
Undetermined



30.
Which type of fire is set deliberately under circumstances in which the responsible party knows a fire should not be ignited?  (506)

A.
Natural


B.
Incendiary


C.
Accidental


D.
Undetermined



31.
Which type of fire classification is used when the specific cause of a fire cannot be determined?  (506)

A.
Natural


B.
Incendiary


C.
Accidental


D.
Undetermined

Objective 7:

Select correct responses about fire growth and development. Write the correct letters on the blanks.


32.
Which of the following occurs when the four elements of the fire tetrahedron come together and combustion begins?  (508)

A.
Decay


B.
Ignition


C.
Flashover


D.
Fully developed fire  



33.
Which of the following occurs as the fire continues to burn?  (508)

A.
Decay


B.
Growth


C.
Ignition


D.
Flashover



34.
Which of the following occurs when the hot gases, smoke, and flames at the ceiling of a compartment cause radiant heating of the combustible materials remote from the origin of the fire?  (508)

A.
Decay


B.
Growth


C.
Flashover


D.
Fully developed fire  



35.
Which of the following occurs when all of the combustible materials in the compartment are involved in the fire?  (508)

A.
Decay


B.
Ignition


C.
Flashover


D.
Fully developed fire  



36.
Which of the following occurs when the available fuel in the compartment is consumed by the fire and the rate of heat release begins to decline?  (509)

A.
Decay


B.
Growth


C.
Ignition


D.
Flashover



37.
Which of the following is NOT a factor that may affect fire growth and development in a compartment?   (509)

A.
Volume of the compartment


B.
Location of the compartment


C.
Ceiling height of the compartment


D.
Thermal properties of the compartment

Objective 8:

Select facts about determining the point of origin for various types of fires. Write the correct letters on the blanks.


38.
A common approach to determining the point of origin is to begin with the area that exhibits the least amount of damage and then proceed to the area of greatest damage. (509)

A.
True


B.
False



39.
Which of the following types of indicators is the carbon-based remains of burned organic material?  (509)

A.
Charring


B.
Burn pattern


C.
Floor damage


D.
Swollen lightbulbs



40.
Normal ___ inside structures is/are vertical and V-shaped from the point of origin. (510)


A.
charring


B.
burn patterns


C.
floor damage


D.
swollen lightbulbs



41.
When exposed to heat, incandescent lightbulbs soften and swell; swelling usually points away from the source of the heat. (510)

A.
True


B.
False



42.
Floors are typically less damaged than ceilings. (510)

A.
True


B.
False



43.
Which of the following statements about locating the point of origin of a wildland fire is LEAST accurate?  (511)

A.
Fire spreads faster in fine fuels.


B.
Fire spreads slower uphill than downhill.


C.
Fire spreads faster with wind than against it. 


D.
Fire generally spreads away from the point of origin.



44.
Determining the point of origin for a vehicle fire is similar to determining that of a wildland fire. (511)

A.
True


B.
False



45.
Fires caused by electrical malfunctions usually begin under the dashboard or in the engine compartment. (511)

A.
True


B.
False

Objective 9:

Apply the evaluation process to the fire cause and determination task.

Objective 9 is measured in Assignment Sheet 21-1.

Objective 10:

Identify the most common sources of contamination at fire scenes. Write the correct letters on the blanks.


46.
Contamination is NOT a major concern of fire investigators when collecting physical evidence. (512)

A.
True


B.
False



47.
Which of the following is NOT listed in the lesson as a potential source of contamination?  (512)

A.
Hand tools used at the scene


B.
Protective equipment worn at the scene


C.
Fuel-powered equipment used at the scene


D.
Rope or barrier tape used to establish a secure perimeter



48.
Which of the following is a key to minimizing potential evidence contamination? (513)

A.
Good scene security


B.
Not allowing anyone to enter the scene 


C.
Interrogating all who are a part of the chain of custody


D.
Hosing down all equipment prior to allowing it to enter the scene

Objective 11:

Select facts about the elements of a postincident analysis and critique. Write the correct letters on the blanks.


49.
The postincident analysis is intended to punish personnel for perceived infractions of policies. (514)

A.
True


B.
False



50.
Which of the following statements about a postincident critique is LEAST accurate?  (515)

A.
It highlights safety issues.


B.
The final document should only be seen by fire investigators.


C.
Its goal is to acknowledge any weaknesses and applaud strengths.


D.
It is a meeting that generally involves all participating units and agencies.

Objective 12:

Conduct a postincident analysis.

Objective 12 is measured in Assignment Sheet 21-2.
